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Adoption Month –
A Time To
Celebrate Forever
Families

BY GYPSY C. GALLARDO
SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER

First Lady Hillary Clinton invited Rev. Wayne Thompson
to The White House in 1995 to be the speaker for the first
National Adoption Month celebration. During the
celebration, the late Dave Thomas the founder of
Wendy’s also joined Rev. Thompson.

BY REV. DR. WAYNE G.
THOMPSON
SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER
S T. PETERSB UR G November is National
Adoption Month, a month
set aside each year to raise
awareness about the
adoption of children and
youth from foster care.
The first major effort to
promote awareness of the
need for adoptive families
for children in foster care
occurred in Massachusetts in
1976, when Governor
Michael Dukakis announced
the
first-ever Adoption
Week. The idea grew in popularity and spread nationwide. In 1984, President
Reagan proclaimed the first
National Adoption Week,
and in 1995, the week was
expanded to the entire month
of November under the leadership of President Clinton.
In 1995 during National
Adoption Month, First Lady

Hillary Clinton invited Rev.
Wayne Thompson to The
White House to be the
speaker for the first National
Adoption Month celebration. During the celebration,
the late Dave Thomas the
founder of Wendy’s also
joined Rev. Thompson.
Every
November,
a
Presidential
Proclamation
launches activities and celebrations to help build
awareness of adoption
throughout the nation.
Thousands of community
organizations arrange and
host programs, events, and
activities to share positive
adoption stories, challenge
the myths,
and
draw
attention to the thousands of
children in foster care who
are waiting for permanent
families. The celebration
usually also includes
National Adoption Day with
courthouses throughout the

ADOPTION

continued on pg. 4

P u b l i s h e r ’s N o t e :
Candidate Bill Dudley’s photograph was not available at press
time.
ST. PETERSBURG - As a
lead up to the November 8th St.
P e t e r s b u rg C i t y C o u n c i l
election, community groups
held the candidates’ feet to the
fire to put their commitments in
writing. The new approach,
which was spearheaded by the
Agenda 2010 group for the
2009 election, is a first for the
Southside community, and one
of its founders, Gwen Reese,
says it’s key to holding officials
acco u n t ab l e: “R at h er t h an
getting spoken sound bytes that
fade as fast as they can contradict themselves, we now have a
record to look back to and gauge
whether they did what they said
they would do.”
This year’s questionnaire
for the candidates was cosponsored by 25 community
organizations. Here’s what the
candidates had to say for themselves (for space reasons, some
answers were omitted from this
article; to download the
complete set of questions and
answers, visit www.theweeklychallenger.com or www.powerbrokermagazine.com):
Policy Area #1: Economic
Development
P r i o r i t y # 1 : Ta x
Increment Financing Districts
The City currently houses
six Community Redevelopment
Areas (CRAs): three downtown
and three in Midtown. The three

Charlie Gerdes

Gershom Faulkner

Steve Kornell

Bob Kersteen

Wengay Newton

Brent Hatley

downtown CRAs are Tax
Increment Financing (TIF)
Districts that yield a recurring
stream of millions of dollars in
revenue to support on-going
development. Yet, the three
Midtown CRAs are not designated as TIF Districts. Based
upon estimates from similar TIF
districts elsewhere in Florida,
the Midtown CRAs could
generate $450,000 to $1.2
million per year that could be
invested in activities as diverse
as small business financing,
co m m u n i t y d e v e l o p m e n t ,
neighborhood planning, youth
employment, and local nonprofit capacity grants (in
addition to continued commercial development).
Question for the
Candidates: Will you support

the designation of Midtown
CRAs as TIF Districts?
Answers from the
Candidates:
D1 Gerdes . . . . . . . . . . . .Yes*
D1 Kersteen . . . . . . . . . . . .Yes
D3 Dudley . . . . . . . . . . . . .Yes
D3 Hatley . . . . . . . . . . .Maybe
D5 Kornel . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Yes
(No opponent)
D7 Faulkner . . . . . . . . . . . .Yes
D7 Newton . . . . .No Response
Question for the
Candidates: Will you support
the expansion of the areas
within the current CRAs, or the
creation of new CRAs?
Answers from the
Candidates:
D1 Gerdes . . . . . . . . . . . . .Yes
D1 Kersteen . . . . . . . .Maybe*
D3 Dudley . . . . . . . . . . . . .Yes
D3 Hatley . . . . . . . . . . .Maybe

D5 Kornel . . . . . . . . . . .Maybe
(No opponent)
D7 Faulkner . . . . . . . . . . . .Yes
D7 Newton . . . . .No Response
Question for the
Candidates: Will you support
creating citizen-led Boards for
Midtown CRAs so that neighborhood leaders have a say in
how TIF dollars are used?
Answers from the
Candidates:
D1 Gerdes . . . . . . . . . .Maybe*
D1 Kersteen . . . . . . . . . . .No*
D3 Dudley . . . . . . . . . . . . .Yes
D3 Hatley . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Yes
D5 Kornel . . . . . . . . . . .Maybe
(No opponent)
D7 Faulkner . . . . . . . . . . . .Yes
D7 Newton . . . . .No Response

CANDIDATES
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ST. PETERSBURG - The
long awaited and much anticipated return of music to the
Manhattan Casino was celebrated by city officials and
community stakeholders Friday
evening Oct. 29, when the
doors of the historic venue
reopened after more than 40
years. The “sold out” Grand
Reopening delighted those in
attendance as they were greeted
by the sounds of the Kenny
Drew Jr. Quartet, who wowed
the
audience
with
jazz
standards. St. Petersburg Mayor
Bill Foster was beaming as he
welcomed the crowd. “I have
waited years to say this:
‘Welcome to the Manhattan
Casino,’” as a packed house
erupted with applause. The

beautifully decorated venue,
compliments of Tina East,
owner of Star Status Events,
created the dazzle for the
awestruck audience.
Foster recognized legends
of the Manhattan Casino when
he adorned members of the
Manhattan Casino All-star
Band with medallions and the
presentation of certificates for
their long standing history as
band members who performed
at the Manhattan Casino more
than 40 years ago. The
honorees included:
Buster
Cooper, Al Williams, Larry
Davis, Joe Davis, LeRoy
Flemmings, Sterling Magee, Al
Burns, Ernie Calhoun. After
the presentations John Lamb,
Ron Greg, Hank Ashwood and
Kenny Drew, Jr. joined the Allstars as they performed and
“got the party started.”

From left to right, Larry Davis, Sterling Magee, Al Williams,
LeRoy Flemmings and Joe Davis

Mozelle Davis and Dr.
Robert Rehnke were the first to
hit the dance floor with a
beautiful swing dance. Others
immediately joined in. “This
place is reminiscent of yesteryears” said J.T. Baker, who

along with his wife Beatrice,
danced the night away, with
their daughter Monique by their
side. The evening’s headliner,

CASINO

continued on pg. 5
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A knowledge of history brings a feeling of fellowship that runs through the ages — be it a territory, a village, a district, or a nation.
To live without history is likened to living without a form of memory.
To be without history is to live without roots or a past, with the present having no real foundation, and very little meaning for the future.
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Success Of President Barack Obama:
The God-Factor
BY DR.
BENJAMIN F.
CHAVIS, JR.
NNPA
COLUMNIST
We all should well remember
that in the aftermath of President
Nelson Mandela winning the
election in South Africa in 1994,
there soon began a growing list of
cynics and political pundits who
mistakenly believed that President
Mandela was compromising too
much with the political forces of
opposition at the expense of paying
attention to the socioeconomic
needs of the core of his base constituency in the African National
Congress. Today, some of us are
hearing similar misplaced remarks
and accusations about President
Barack Obama, in particular from
some African American leaders
and critics. It was just three years
ago in November 2008 that our
votes for freedom were felt and celebrated all over the world with the
election of President Obama.
People were literally dancing in the
streets. Historic elections of Black
people to national and global
positions of political and economic
power never occur solely in a
vacuum. Mandela’s and Obama’s
elections respectively, I believe,
represented the evidence of the
God-factor that ultimately helps to
determine the successful outcome
of long protracted struggles
between those that are oppressed
and their oppressors.
The aspirations and struggles
of African people for freedom,

justice, equality and empowerment
have helped to advance the cause
of freedom and justice for all
people throughout the world. The
most brutal forms of slavery,
genocide and apartheid for
centuries never extinguished or
eliminated
the
God-given
humanity of African people across
Africa, nor across the Americas.
Today we must not allow ourselves
to get lost in the desert of despair
and hopelessness because of the
persistence of poverty, unemployment, and injustice even though we
have Black presidents in many
nations today, including the United
States. But we should not take
what progress has been made for
granted.
The fact of the matter is that
both Mandela and Obama not only
achieved historic and monumental
political victories, they both with
their own unique intellect and outstanding leadership abilities have
helped to shape the world
community better to advance the
cause of liberation, freedom and
empowerment. The truth is there is
more opportunity today for African
Americans to move forward more
than ever before if we would work
harder together, pool our trilliondollar resources, and raise up
another young generation of
freedom fighters, entrepreneurs,
and institution-builders. Thus, I
stand firmly for the re-election of
President Obama without reservation. We cannot afford to become
cynical and hopeless. Real social
change does not happen overnight
or in three to four years. But time is

on our side because God is on our
side if we do the right things at the
right times at the right places not
just for ourselves but for all people.
Don’t worry this is not a
sermon. It is, however, a sober
reminder to those of us who may
succumb to some malignant cases
of social amnesia or to those who
are addicted to that self-destructive
disease known as “The Willie
Lynch Syndrome.” Yes, there are
ample reasons to express concerns
and criticisms about the continuing
plight of millions of our brothers
and sisters in our communities who
are crying out for a better quality of
life. But engaging in efforts to
derail the re-election of President
Barack Obama is foolhardy and
counterproductive to the overall
interests of the African American,
Latino American and other progressive constituencies in the
United States.
I like to quote old African
proverbs because they are so universally relevant to both the contradictions and opportunities that we
face today as we prepare to enter
into the 2012 national political
season. A wise man from the
Congo once said, “Don’t be fooled
by those who want you to exchange
your soul for a trinket…… for the
eternal is more valuable than a
thing that may look good only for
one moment in time.”
W.E.B
Dubois reminded us that the soul of
Black people should never be for
sale on the auction block of
political expediency. Do not let the
Tea Party sell you a cup of politically contaminated brew. Stay sober

and conscious of what is
happening.
Remember Willie
Lynch. The 2012 elections in the
United States will be the most
important elections of our lifetime.
This will be a referendum on going
forward or going backward. In
many states measures have been
put in place to discourage and to
suppress the Black and other
minority vote. We must challenge
these repressive voting policies in
every state and community.
Be careful what you pray for
because our prayers will be
answered. That is why I am optimistic. I believe President Obama
will be re-elected. But we must not
rest as if this is a done deal because
it will be a struggle and another
historic contest. Don’t miss or
forsake your chance and responsibility to participate in civic action.
Vote and make an important difference. Yes every vote will count if
you vote! We are at another pivotal
time. Watch closely how the U.S.
Congress will handle the next vote
on the deficit. Watch the economy
turn around to the positive in the
face of all the negative commentators. Watch how President Obama
will continue to take the high road
during the presidential debates. I
am writing this piece for the NNPA
from Johannesburg, South Africa,
where I am reminded that our
struggle for freedom is constant.
The entire world is watching
America and the success of
President Barach H. Obama. No, it
will not be the X-factor, but it will
be the God-factor that will ultimately win.

Reports that
the Obama administration is
planning on sending U.S. troops to
Uganda to hunt down the so-called
Lord's Resistance Army sent chills
up my spine. The Lord's
Resistance Army, a group of
maniacal terrorists running around
Uganda for years, has been a major
thorn in the side of the people of
Uganda. Their atrocities are
countless and it is in every one's
interests that they are destroyed.
That said, I ask myself, why is the
U.S.A. sending troops there?
If the Obama administration

wants to help Uganda defeat the
LRA, they should limit themselves
to advising and training Ugandans
to fight their own war. Better yet,
they should support the African
Union in carrying out a coordinated, multi-country assault on the
LRA (since the LRA crosses
borders, including back and forth
to what is now the South Sudan).
They could also supply Uganda
other forms of assistance to help
the areas that are blighted by the
LRA. But sending U.S. troops to
Uganda starts to feel like an old
film we have all seen, i.e.,
Vietnam.
Once U.S. troops are on the
ground in Uganda, it almost automatically changes the dynamics of
a struggle. The LRA, as terrorist as

they are, can claim, much as the Al
Shabab terrorists in Somalia, that
they are fighting not just the
Ugandan government (in this case)
but the U.S. government and its
intervention. As we witnessed in
Somalia, when Ethiopia invaded
with the active support of the
U.S.A. in 2006 in order to crush
the Union of Islamic Courts (a conservative Islamist force that had
stabilized the situation in part of
Somalia), this inflamed the
situation even more. Instead of
crushing Islamists, the Ethiopian/
U.S. invasion provoked the growth
of dangerous terrorists and
warlords, a fact that author Jeremy
Scahill has recently documented in
The Nation. A similar danger could
await the U.S.A. through the
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Sending Troops To Uganda?
BY BILL
FLETCHER, JR.
NNPA
COLUMNIST

THE BLACK PRESS believes that America can best

DEADLINES

deployment of troops to Uganda.
While it is only alleged to be 100
troops, as we know from previous
U.S. interventions, there is no
reason to believe that the intervention will stop there, particularly if
there are U.S. casualties.
Therefore, as the intervention
grows, the battle cry against the
U.S.A. will grow and with it the
very real possibility of a prolonged
engagement in Uganda.
The Obama administration
needs to rescind its proposed
deployment. It should support the
African Union and other forces
who wish to crush the LRA. But
U.S. troops on the ground need to
be out of the question. Given the
disasters in Afghanistan, Pakistan
and Iraq, enough is enough.
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COMMUNITY NEWS

continued from front page
Priority #2: Destination
To u r is m & C ult ur al Arts
Funding
Downtown institutions like
the Mahaffey, Sunken Gardens,
the Pier and the Coliseum
receive $2.95 million in yearly
subsidies, while Midtown institutions like the Royal Theater,
Manhattan
Casino
and
Woodson Museum receive zero
subsidy and limited city
support.
Question for the
Candidates: Are you in favor of
creating a fund to support
Midtown institutions on par
with support to Downtown institutions?
Answers from the
Candidates:
D1 Gerdes . . . . . . . . . . . .Yes*
D1 Kersteen . . . . . . . .Maybe*
D3 Dudley . . . . . . . . . . .Maybe
D3 Hatley . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Yes
D5 Kornel . . . . . . . . . . .Maybe
(No opponent)
D7 Faulkner . . . . . . . . . . . .Yes
D7 Newton . . . . .No Response
Question for the
Candidates: Are you willing to
help develop a fully funded arts
and culture strategy for both
Downtown and Midtown institutions, including active recruitment of private and public
partners and funders?
Answers from the
Candidates:
D1 Gerdes . . . . . . . . . . . . .Yes
D1 Kersteen . . . . . . . .Maybe*
D3 Dudley . . . . . . . . . . . . .Yes
D3 Hatley . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Yes
D5 Kornel . . . . . . . . . . .Maybe
(No opponent)
D7 Faulkner . . . . . . . . . . . .Yes
D7 Newton . . . . .No Response

Priority #3: Green Jobs
Development
The Green Jobs Act of 2007
and the American Recovery &
Reinvestment Act of 2009
provide federal funding to form
inter-sector partnerships and
initiate training for green collar
jobs in states, counties, and
municipalities. The federal
recovery package allocated
$500 million in competitive
grants for green job training
programs across the country.
Question for Candidates:
Will you work with local leaders
and organizations to prepare
winning applications for green
jobs programs in our City?
Answers from the
Candidates:
D1 Gerdes . . . . . . . . . . . . .Yes
D1 Kersteen . . . . . . .Comment
D3 Dudley . . . . . . . . . . . . .Yes
D3 Hatley . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Yes
D5 Kornel . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Yes
(No opponent)
D7 Faulkner . . . . . . . . . . . .Yes
D7 Newton . . . . .No Response
Question for the
Candidates: Will you require,
as a condition of the City’s partnership with any private organization pursuing job creation
dollars, that a percentage of
jobs created are targeted to and
filled by men, women and teens
from high-risk segments of the
labor force?
Answers from the
Candidates:
D1 Gerdes . . . . . . . . . . . . .No*
D1 Kersteen . . . . . . .Comment
D3 Dudley . . . . . . . . . . .Maybe
D3 Hatley . . . . . . . . . . . . . .No
D5 Kornel . . . . . . . . . . .Maybe
(No opponent)
D7 Faulkner . . . . . . . . . . . .Yes
D7 Newton . . . . .No Response
Policy Area #2: Minority

Business Development
Before the City did away
with its Minority Business
Enterprise Program, the City’s
spending
with
minorities
reached $9.7 million in 1997.
After the program was terminated, by 2006, minority spending
had dropped to $3.9 million.
The City currently operates a
race-neutral Small Business
Enterprise Program that no
longer reports City spending
with minority-owned firms?
Question for the
Candidates: Will you work
hard to change the City’s policy
from race-neutral to raceconscious, with concrete goals
for increasing the SBE-and
DBE-certification of minority
owned businesses?
Answers from the
Candidates:
D1 Gerdes . . . . . . . . . . . . .No*
D1 Kersteen . . . . . . .Comment
D3 Dudley . . . . . . . . . . .Maybe
D3 Hatley . . . . . . . . . . . . . .No
D5 Kornel . . . . . . . . . . .Maybe
(No opponent)
D7 Faulkner . . . . . . . . . . . .Yes
D7 Newton . . . . .No Response
Question for the
Candidates: Will you lobby for
the City’s Small Business
Enterprise
Committee
to
expand its purview to set goals
for the purchase of goods &
services, in addition to construction?
Answers from the
Candidates:
D1 Gerdes . . . . . . . . . . . . .Yes
D1 Kersteen . . . . . . .Comment
D3 Dudley . . . . . . . . . . . . .Yes
D3 Hatley . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Yes
D5 Kornel . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Yes
(No opponent)
D7 Faulkner . . . . . . . . . . . .Yes
D7 Newton . . . . .No Response

Question for the
Candidates: Will you be an
advocate of returning to transparent reporting of the City’s
purchasing with MBEs, WBEs,
SBEs and DBEs?
Answers from the
Candidates:
D1 Gerdes . . . . . . . . . . . . .Yes
D1 Kersteen . . . . . . .Comment
D3 Dudley . . . . . . . . . . . . .Yes
D3 Hatley . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Yes
D5 Kornel . . . . . . . . . . .Maybe
(No opponent)
D7 Faulkner . . . . . . . . . . . .Yes
D7 Newton . . . . .No Response
Policy Area #3: Youth
Development
Question for the
Ca n d i d a t e s : R e s e a rc h e r s
conclude that major determinants of juveniles’ risks for
delinquency and school failure
include social bonding, peer
influence, drug use, and mental
health issues. The degree to
which these issues negatively or
positively impact a youth’s life
influences his/her chances of
becoming delinquent. Evidencebased
prevention
models,
delivered by community-based
organizations, have proven to
be highly effective at influencing and changing young
people’s behavior.
With juvenile crime being a
concern throughout the city, will
you help lead the City in forging
partnerships with communitybased
organizations
and
increasing funding to provide
tutorial services, life skills and
employability skills training,
leadership and character development and other youth development services?
Answers from the
Candidates:
D1 Gerdes . . . . . . . . . . . . .Yes

D1 Kersteen . . . . . . .Comment
D3 Dudley . . . . . . . . . . . . .Yes
D3 Hatley . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Yes
D5 Kornel . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Yes
(No opponent)
D7 Faulkner . . . . . . . . . . . .Yes
D7 Newton . . . . .No Response
Question for the
Candidates: Currently there
are dozens of organizations
providing youth development
services and programs throughout our City and County. Most
of these organizations operate
in vertical silos, competing for
scare resources and sometimes
duplicating services. There is no
comprehensive all-community
process or plan for determining
the best use of the limited
resources available to these
organizations.
Would you be willing to
support a Youth & Family
Services Taskforce to collect
and analyze data and make recommendations on how to coordinate services, fill gaps, and
eliminate duplication, particularly for agencies serving youth
categorized as “at risk?”
Answers from the
Candidates:
D1 Gerdes . . . . . . . . . . . . .Yes
D1 Kersteen . . . . . . .Comment
D3 Dudley . . . . . . . . . . . . .Yes
D3 Hatley . . . . . . . . . . .Maybe
D5 Kornel . . . . . . . . . . .Maybe
(No opponent)
D7 Faulkner . . . . . . . . . . . .Yes
D7 Newton . . . . .No Response
Question for the
Candidates: Would you support
an annual report on “The State
of the Children,” in order to
raise awareness of and increase
involvement in efforts to address
the needs of our children?
Answers from the
Candidates:

D1 Gerdes . . . . . . . . . . . . .Yes
D1 Kersteen . . . . . . .Comment
D3 Dudley . . . . . . . . . . . . .Yes
D3 Hatley . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Yes
D5 Kornel . . . . . . . . . . .Maybe
(No opponent)
D7 Faulkner . . . . . . . . . . . .Yes
D7 Newton . . . . .No Response
Policy Area #4: Health
Florida’s residents suffer
significant racial and ethnic disparities in health. Blacks and
other groups are twice as likely
to die from cervical cancer,
stroke and infant mortality as
whites; non-whites are 2 ? times
more likely to die from prostate
cancer and diabetes as their
white counterparts. There are
eight times more deaths from
HIV/AIDS among non-whites.
Diseases such as sickle cell are
virtually exclusive to African
Americans. Florida is one of the
most diverse states in the nation
and these disparities have a
direct and measurable impact on
its social and economic wellb e i n g . Wi t h o u t c o n t i n u e d
efforts to ensure equal health for
all, state and local efforts to
achieve health equity in Florida
are greatly threatened.
Question for the
Candidates: Will you agree to
be our champion around this
issue?
Answers from the
Candidates:
D1 Gerdes . . . . . . . . . . . . .Yes
D1 Kersteen . . . . . . .Comment
D3 Dudley . . . . . . . . . . . . .Yes
D3 Hatley . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Yes
D5 Kornel . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Yes
(No opponent)
D7 Faulkner . . . . . . . . . . . .Yes
D7 Newton . . . . .No Response

CANDIDATES

continued on pg. 7
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nation
participating
and
hundreds of adoptions being
finalized simultaneously on
that day.
How Big Is The Need?
In the United States,
about 450,000 children and
teens live in foster care and
over 107,000 are waiting for
permanent adoptive families,
while in Florida nearly
20,000 live in temporary
foster care and about 800 are
currently
available
for
adoption.
Locally on any
given day, there are about
800 children and teens
residing in foster care; of
those, more than 100 need
forever homes.
And about half of all
these are African American
children and teens.
You Don’t Have To Be
Perfect To Adopt
You don’t have to be
perfect to be the perfect
parent for a child in foster
care. Foster children don’t
need perfection; they need

the commitment and love a
forever family can provide. I
believe there are families out
there for every child living in
foster care – we just need to
find them. Families who
understand their strengths
and limitations, and aren’t
afraid to advocate on behalf
of themselves. Who can be
consistent yet flexible; strong
yet nurturing. Who have the
patience, commitment, and
unconditional love to give
foster children and teens, so
they can adjust, grow and
thrive in a safe, stable
permanent home.
Don’t Expect Perfection
(Least You Be Judged)
As foster children will
tell you, they aren’t perfect
either. Many have been in
foster care for years, experiencing multiple placements
and multiple disappointments. They know the foster
home or group care facility
where they live is just
“temporary” not where they
belong. They live each day
in limbo, and the pervasive
word they use to describe

themselves is “lonely”. They
are children who have been
exposed to more traumas,
loss and rejection than most
of us will ever know – and
they have reacted in the best
way they could in that
moment.
Don’t judge them by the
words written on some study
in a file. They aren’t a
totality of their meltdowns,
incidents and dark moments.
They are children who have
been physically and emotionally hurt – but they can (and
will) heal. Take the time to
get to know them.
Dig
beneath the hard outer
surface, peel back the layers
and you’ll find a promising
young man or young woman.
If you see a flower
withering in its pot, do you
simply walk away from it?
Throw it away? Give up on
it? Or do you water it, give it
just the right amount of sun,
feed it, and nurture it back to
health? Our children need
you to not walk away from
them; not give up on them.

Fall Hope House
At USF St. Petersburg
ST.
PETERSBURG
–
Prospective students and their
families can learn about USF St.
Petersburg academic programs,
admissions, financial aid, residential housing and other university
organizations during the annual
Fall Open House on Saturday, Nov.
5 from 9 a.m. to noon. Students
who submit their completed applications by Nov. 5 will receive an
accelerated admission decision by

Thanksgiving. Students can apply
for admission or complete applications during Open House to receive
assistance with their application.
High school students on their
college search, current college
students interested in transferring to
USFSP and prospective graduate
students can all learn about the university and its programs during
Open House. Open house offers
info on bachelor’s and master’s

degrees
Registration
is
strongly
encouraged for this free event and is
available at usfsp.edu/openhouse.
The event includes information sessions with admissions counselors, financial aid counselors,
campus tours, and a resource fair
with professors from academic
programs and representatives from
student organizations. USFSP
Harborwalk, 140 7th Ave S.

Last-Minute Reminders
For Nov. 8 Municipal Elections
CLEARWATER - Pinellas
County Supervisor of Elections
Deborah Clark encourages citizens
who plan to vote in the Nov. 8
Municipal Elections to remember
the following information to make
Election Day go smoothly:
A resident who was registered
to vote by Oct. 11 and who lives
within the city limits of either Largo
or St. Petersburg is eligible to vote in
the Nov. 8 Municipal Elections.
Polling places will be open from
7 a.m. to 7 p.m. on Election Day.
Polling places for municipal
elections may be different than for
countywide elections. Voters are
encouraged to confirm their polling
places by visiting www.votepinellas.com or calling (727) 464-VOTE
(464-8683).
State law requires that a citizen
vote in the precinct in which he/she
resides. If you have moved, you are
required to vote in your new home
precinct.
Please bring photo and
signature identification with you to
the polls if possible to avoid delays

and extra paperwork. Anyone
without valid and current ID can
vote a provisional ballot. The canvassing board will later determine
the validity of any provisional
ballots.
A change in election law now
requires that address changes from
out of county made at the polls will
require the voter to vote a provisional ballot, except for active military
voters and their families. Address
changes can be made by calling
464-VOTE or emailing
election@votepinellas.com; include
date of birth.
Name and party changes may
be made by sending a signed, written
statement to the Supervisor of
Elections; include date of birth or
voter ID number. Any updates,
including signatures, can be made
by completing and signing a voter
registration application, available at
www.votepinellas.com,
and
returning it to the Supervisor of
Elections.
It is important to have a current
signature on file to verify the

signature on your mail ballot certificate envelope.
A sample ballot may be viewed
at www.votepinellas.com.
No political activity or
campaign signs are allowed inside
the polling place or within 100 feet
of the polling place entrance. Exit
polling is permitted in designated
areas as voters are leaving the polls.
No photography is allowed
inside the polling place.
Mail ballots may be picked up
or voted in person at any Elections
Office through Election Day. Ballots
must be received by 7 p.m. Nov. 8 in
any of the three Elections Offices in
order to be counted. Mail ballots
cannot be accepted at a precinct
polling place.
A voter who requests a mail
ballot but later decides to vote at the
polling place instead may bring
his/her ballot to the polling place to
be cancelled and then receive a new
ballot to vote at the polls.
If you have any other electionrelated questions, please call the
Elections Office at (727) 464-8683.
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Courtesy of

Sterling ‘Fingers’Magee
Master Musician,Guitarist,Pianist,Organist
He appears to be a very
quiet individual, just watching
television or observing other
people walk by during the day.
But anyone who has been
around him for a while can tell
you that a musical genius
awakens once a guitar is put
into his hands. The nickname
is Fingers, Five Fingers to
some, and he can make the
strings of a guitar talk. Those
strings can tell an audience
whatever Fingers Magee wants
them to tell. He is a blues man
who will play for a few minutes
some days or hours and hours
other days. “The Blues are a
part of my musical heritage. If

CASINO

continued from front page
the Dizzy Gillespie All-stars
featuring nationally known
pianist, Cyrus Chestnut, mesmerized the audience into the
wee-wee hours of the morning.
Saturday’s Street Festival
was a major hit as the
community rallied around the
outdoor stage for performances
by the Lakewood High School
Jazz, and Marching Bands and
Dance Troop, Mt. Zion
D ru mline, Lomack, Ka hli
Kahli Dancers, Rell L. &
Smooth Hines, and MoTown in
Midtown. The sensational
sounds of B.K Jackson left the
audience captivated by his
dynamic performance and the
sultry sounds he performed on
saxophone.
Vendors were on hand with
some of the best food in town,
including barbecue, fish, crabs
and candy apples. Commodity

you can play the Blues, why not
do it?” Magee asked.
Born in Mt. Olive,
Mississippi, Magee was the
second child of Lena Mae and
Guy Magee. There were three
sisters and two other brothers.
Every one in the house played
the piano or the guitar, and
every one of them could sing, at
least a little bit. Their father
played the guitar and their
mother played the piano, so
they taught all six of their
children what they knew about
music. “As far back as I can
look, I see my brothers and me
playing guitars. I play a little
bit of piano and organ, but my

venders displayed their wares
with beautiful crafts, jewelry
and fashions. The audience
was engaged as they danced,
laughed, ate and enjoyed a day
of merriment along “The
Deuces.”
Rhythm and Soul music
highlighted Saturday night’s
event when the party continued
with the TAABU Band from
Lakeland, FL. The dance floor
was packed and the joint was
jumpin.’Drs. Reggie and
Mendee Ligon couldn’t stop
‘til they got enough - dancing
the night away. Mrs. Ligon
said “I love them” after each
set, making reference to every
band that performed.
Her
husband, Reggie added: “We
must find a way to keep the
entertainment going here. This
is great!” Shamarr Allen & the
Underdawgs
wowed
the
audience with the sounds of
New Orleans and the funky
rhythms of neo-soul. They left

instrument is the
guitar. All my life I
have played.
It’s
enjoyable, so I do it.
I play a Fender, but
whatever kind of
guitar I hold with my
hands is a special guitar,” said
Magee.
Right after high school, he
went into the Army. “I went to
Camp Chaffee in Arkansas for
training and then I spent two
and a half years in Germany.
Of course I took my guitar
wherever I went. It paid off
too. After my time in the Army,
I found jobs in clubs, the
regular runaround of a
musician. I played with Etta
James, Joey Dee, and Sterling
Magee and the Harlem Blues
Band. The rest of the time, I
was on my own. I played in
New York City for nearly
fifteen years. Then, my parents
wanted me home, so they came
to New York and got me,”
Magee related.
When Magee came to St.
Petersburg, he lived right next
door to the Manhattan Casino

the audience spellbound.
Sunday morning
concluded the weekend’s
events with a spirited Gospel
Brunch. The program opened
with a welcome and prayer by
Mayor Foster, followed by
inspiring instrumentals on
violin and piano, led by
Geoffrey Nugent. Praise and
worship was led by the Mt.
Zion A.M.E. Trio which
moved the audience to their
feet. Unity ACappella Gospel
Ensemble and Lenny Williams
and Friends stirred the souls of
many with gospel tunes that
had the audience swaying from
side to side. Dr. Rehnke, a
major sponsor of the
weekend’s events challenged
the audience to move from
their comfort zone to share the
morning with someone they
did not know. The request was
met with an overwhelming
reception as a diverse audience
shared a morning of faith, fel-

for a number of years. He
played with the Starlighters and
other local bands, sometimes at
the Manhattan, sometimes at
other venues. He loved playing
so much that he frequently play
on the streets, to the delight of
the crowds that gathered
around. He has made his living
playing the guitar. In semiretirement now, he still plays
off and on with a group, which
was the case last Friday night at
the Manhattan Casino’s Grand
Reopening. But Magee is a lot
like Bobby Blue Bland and
B.B. King…they all play by
themselves. On Tuesday nights,
Fingers Magee can be heard at
the Peninsula Inn in Gulfport.
When asked of his plans for the
future, “I just plan to keep on
playing music,” was his
answer.

lowship and friendship. Jordan
Park resident Delores Fletcher,
who attended every event, was
moved to tears as she
expressed gratitude for the
ability to enjoy wonderful
times once again at her beloved
Manhattan Casino.
Sophia Forte of Sophia’s
provided every ravishing meal
during the three-day-weekend
extravaganza. The Manhattan
Casino Grand Reopening
weekend left those in attendance anticipating “what’s
next.” The Manhattan Casino
Project Committee would like
to thank all who played a role
in the success of this extraordinary weekend of celebration.
Committee members are:
Janis Ford, Sandra J. Gadsden,
Alex Harris, Rick Gee, Lauren
Kleinfield, Tony Leno, Teketa
Marshall, Thelma McCloud,
Terri Lipsey Scott, Herbert
Murphy, Rob Rehnke, and
Paul Stellrecht.

Friday, Nov. 4 - First Friday St. Pete Get Downtown Music
Series, Central Ave. btwn. 2nd and 3rd St. 5:30 p.m. Get
downtown and get down with the fun. Join us for great
music, a lively crowd and all the fun you can handle, right
in the heart of downtown. Visit www.firstfridaystpete.com,
www.breakfastoptimist.org or call 727-393-3597.
Saturday and Sunday, Nov. 5 - 6 - Art Arbor and the
Raccoon Run, Boyd Hill Nature Preserve, 1101 Country
Club Way S. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Two days of quality arts,
crafts, music & food. A wonderful arts and crafts festival,
this community oriented event is the primary source of
income for the Friends of Boyd Hill Nature Preserve, Inc.,
a non-profit organization providing volunteer assistance
and financial support to the preserve. The Art Arbor
Festival combines visual art and crafts with music and
environmental exhibits, and offers opportunities for the
public to learn about the preserve. On Nov. 6, see who's
the fastest critter when the 5K Raccoon Run hightails it
around the Preserve. There's also a 1 mile run/walk. All
participants in the Raccoon Run receive a t-shirt and
refreshments. Awards and ribbons will be presented. The
5K kicks off at 8 a.m., the 1 miler at 9 a.m. For more information visit www.stpete.org/boyd and www.artarborfestival.com or call 727-893-7326.
Saturday, Nov. 5 - St. Petersburg International Folk Fair
Society, Inc. (SPIFFS) and its ethnic member groups
presents their 37th International Folk Fair in the Vinoy
Park on St. Petersburg’s beautiful waterfront, transforming it into a microcosm of the world. From 10 a.m. to 8
p.m. For more information, visit www.spiffs.org or call
727-552-1896.

W W W. T H E W E E K LY C H A L L E N G E R N E W S PA P E R . C O M

YOU DON’T
HAVE TO
BE A HERO
TO BE A

HERO

HOMEOWNERS
INSURANCE

Cancelled or Non-Renewed???

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617
Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience
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BLACK HISTORY

“Celebrating Our History Is An Everyday Thing”

Source: about.com

Ethel Waters
Manhattan Casino’s
‘Live’ Grand Reopening
The dates of October 28, 29 and 30, 2011
will remain in my mind for a very long time.
Those are the dates that the “Grand
Reopening” of the Manhattan Casino took
place. It is with humble gratitude and appreciation that I was asked to participate on the
committee responsible for planning the
weekend program. I can honestly say that even
though all members of the committee are not
originally St. Petersburg residents, the project
was done with total respect for the history of
the Manhattan Casino and (most importantly)
with much genuine love.
Oct. 28 marked the night of a red – carpet
Grand Opening with a fantastic night of great
“Jazz”. On the bill for the evening were international jazz pianist Kenny Drew, Jr. and his
trio. After Drew’s trio, a high-point of the
evening, and what many in the sell-out
audience had been waiting for, was the
Manhattan Casino All-Stars. The All-Star band
is comprised of mostly local musicians who
actually performed one time or another in the

Manhattan Casino. Musicians Al Williams,
LeRoy Flemmings, Larry Davis, Joe Davis and
Sterling Magee had come musically prepared
to do their thing! Performing along with them
were local jazz musicians like ex-Ellington
bassist John Lamb, who led the group, Henry
Ashwood, Ron Gregg, and Kenny Drew, Jr.,
who sat-in on piano. In the jargon of the jazz
community … “the cats were cookin’and
jammin’during their entire 45 minutes of performance.
Then came the icing on the cake! The
Dizzy Gillespie All-Stars featuring Grammy
Award pianist Cyrus Chestnut, bassist and
leader John Lee, alto saxophonist Sharel
Cassity, new and upcoming trumpet sensation
Bruce Harris, 18-year old drummer Evan
Sherman, and phenomenal guitarist Yotam
Silberstein. They played most of the old and
familiar Dizzy Gillespie jazz hits such as “Salt
Peanuts”, “Night in Tunisia”, and many more
for a straight 2 –hour set.
Since the fest on Saturday was family
oriented, there were children and adults
enjoying a mostly sunny and exciting
afternoon in the lot across from the Manhattan
Casino building. At the same time, there were
tours in the newly opened building with documentary videos about the Casino’s heyday

being viewed. Alto sax wizard B.K. Jackson
and his group grooved through the afternoon.
And then that night, inside the Manhattan
Casino, festivities began at about 8:30 p.m.
with the funky sounds of rhythm and blues.
Folks came onto the dance floor as if under a
hypnotic trance…and maybe they were
because if you were not tapping your toes or
snapping your fingers to the music, “it was
because you were dead.”
Just when you thought it couldn’t get any
“hotter” music wise … along came “Shamarr
Allen and the Underdawgs.”
Shamarr’s group simply “went to town”
declaring the Manhattan Casino off limits to
anyone not willing to let their hair down.
There were no offenders. The band and
audience continued to play, dance, and
basically enjoy themselves into the wee hours
of the morning.
On Sunday, the final day of the extravaganza, sleepy-eyed party goers showed up as if
on schedule to participate in a Gospel Brunch.
What a pure delight it was to enjoy a delectable
brunch with many delicious food selections,
and at the same time listen to gospel music by
some of our local talented vocalists and

became the fifth black woman to make a
record (recording for the tiny Cardinal
Records label). She later joined Black
Swan Records, where Fletcher
Henderson was her accompanist. Waters
later commented that Henderson tended
to perform in a more classical style than
she would prefer, often lacking "the
After her start in Baltimore, she damn-it-to-hell bass". According to
toured on the black vaudeville circuit. As Waters, she influenced Henderson to
she described it later, "I used to work practice in a "real jazz" style. She first
from nine until unconscious." Despite recorded for Columbia Records in 1925;
her early success, Waters fell on hard this recording was given a Grammy Hall
times and joined a carnival which of Fame Award in 1998. Soon after,
traveled in freight cars to Chicago, Waters started working with Pearl
Illinois. Waters enjoyed her time with the Wright, and together they toured in the
carnival, and recalled, "The roustabouts South. In 1924 Waters played at the
and the concessionaires were the kind of Plantation Club on Broadway. She also
people I'd grown up with, rough, tough, toured with the Black Swan Dance
full of larceny towards strangers, but sen- Masters. With Earl Dancer, she joined
timental, and loyal to their friends and what was called the "white time" Keith
co-workers." She did not last long with Circuit. They received rave reviews in
them, though, and soon headed south to Chicago, and earned the unheard-of
Atlanta, Georgia. There, she worked in salary of US$1,250 in 1928. In 1929,
the same club with Bessie Smith. Smith Harry Akst helped Wright and Waters
demanded that she not compete in compose a version of "Am I Blue?", her
singing the blues opposite her, and signature tune.
Waters conceded to the older woman
During the 1920s, Waters
and instead sang ballads and popular performed and was recorded with the
songs and danced. Though perhaps best ensembles of Will Marion Cook and
known for her blues singing today, Lovie Austin. As her career continued,
Waters was to go on to star in musicals, she evolved toward being a blues and
plays and TVand return to the blues only Broadway singer, performing with
periodically.
artists such as Duke Ellington.
She fell in love with a drug addict in
In 1933, Waters made a satirical allthis early period, but their stormy relation- black film entitled Rufus Jones for
ship ended with World War I. Ethel Waters president. She went on to star at the
moved to Harlem and became part of the Cotton Club, where, according to her
Harlem Renaissance around 1919.
autobiography, she sang “Stormy
Waters obtained her first job at Weather” from the depths of the private
Edmond's Cellar, a club that had a black hell in which I was being crushed and
patronage. She specialized in popular suffocated." She took a role in the
ballads, and became an actress in a Broadway musical revue “As
blackface comedy called Hello 1919. Thousands Cheer” in 1933, where she
Her biographer, Rosetta Reitz, points out was the first black woman in an
that by the time Waters returned to otherwise white show. She had three
Harlem in 1921, women blues singers gigs at this point; in addition to the show,
were among the most powerful enter- she starred in a national radio program
tainers in the country. In 1921 Waters and continued to work in nightclubs. She

was the highest paid performer on
Broadway, but she was starting to age.
MGM hired Lena Horne as the ingenue
in the all-black musical Cabin in the Sky,
and Waters starred as Petunia in 1942,
reprising her stage role of 1940. The
film, directed by Vincente Minnelli, was
a success, but Waters, offended by the
adulation accorded Horne and feeling
her age, went into something of a
decline.
She began to work with Fletcher
Henderson again in the late 1940s. She
was nominated for a Best Supporting
Actress Academy Award in 1949 for the
film “Pinky.” In 1950, she won the New
York Drama Critics Award for her performance opposite Julie Harris in the
play The Member of the Wedding.
Waters and Harris repeated their roles in
the 1952 film version of “Member of the
Wedding'' In 1950, Waters starred in the
television series Beulah but quit after
complaining that the scripts' portrayal of
African-Americans was "degrading."
Despite these successes, her
brilliant career was fading. She lost tens
of thousands in jewelry and cash in a
robbery, and the IRS hounded her. Her
health suffered, and she worked only
sporadically in following years. In 195051 she wrote her autobiography, “His
Eye is on the Sparrow,” with Charles
Samuels. In it, she talks candidly about
her life. She also explains why her age
has often been misstated, saying that her
mother had to sign a paper saying she
was four years older than she was. She
states she was born in 1900. In her
second autobiography, “To Me, It's
Wonderful, “Waters states that she was
born in 1897.
Her biographer, Rosetta Reitz,
called Waters "a natural". Her "songs are
enriching, nourishing. You will want to
play them over and over again, idling in
their warmth and swing. Though many
of them are more than 50 years old, the
music and the feeling are still there."

BE SURE TO CHECK
OUT OUR WEBSITE!
musicians.
WHAT A WONDERFULAND MEANINGFUL WEEKEND TO REMEMBER!
Remember to “Keep Jazz Alive” by
“Supporting Live Jazz!”
Jazz fans – do you have any feedback? I
would like to hear from YOU! You may visit
my website at: rickgeesjazzjamm.com or email
me at jazzjamm@aol.com. You may also mail
your letters to Rick Gee’s Jazz Jamm, c/o The
Weekly Challenger, 2500 ML King St., S., St.
Petersburg, FL 33705.

To view schedule
of events visit:
www.rickgeesjazzjamm.com
For additional information
call 727-866-1844 or
email jazzjamm@aol.com

TheWeeklyChallengerNewspaper.com
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PRAISE 1590 AM WRXB

ALLGOSPEL, ALLTHETIME

Lock your dials to 1590 AM for Anointed Music 24/7…
For your listening pleasure,you can expect to hear a
wide selection of good Gospel music from quartets to
choirs,contemporary and inspirational.

LISTEN UP DAILY TO WRXB 1590 ANOINTED MUSIC

For Marketing and Promotions

Contact the Sales Department

at (727) 865-1591

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR

ADVERTISERS

3-5 4-7
1-2 8-3
7-8 2-6

Email: wrxb1590am@gmail.com
Request Line (727) 864-1600
Office (727) 865-WRXB (1591)

3551 42nd Avenue South, Suite B-106
St. petersburg, FL 33713
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Questions asked via email
and individual responses:
Wengay “Newt” Newton –
District 7
Q: What one new policy,
program or investment will you
fight for as a top priority, if
elected?
A: When I am re-Elected to
my second term I will vote for a
Priority Hiring Ordinance that
would give local residents first
chance at applying for jobs that
get created as a result of City
incentives or contracts
Q: What makes you a better
candidate than your opponent?
A: My body of work for the
citizens of St. Petersburg
(Newton encourages voters to
do a google.com search to read
about what he’s done since
taking office four years ago,
then research what his opponent
– Gershom Faulkner – has
done).
Gershom Faulkner –
District 7
Q: What one new policy,
program or investment will you
fight for as a top priority, if
elected?
A: As a priority I would
work to bring focus back to the
Midtown and the Childs Park
Initiatives while working to
make sure small & minority
owned businesses get their fair
share of government contracts. I
really want to focus on the
funding for the Disparity Study
within the City of St. Petersburg.
While I believe that we have
made some strides in supporting
minority owned businesses, we
are not making strides like our
neighboring cities (Tampa &
Orlando). As the economy seeks

recovery through a number of
other means, small businesses
will become the crux of the
employment tracks for communities. As our community
recovers financially, so will the
health and wealth of our
citizens.
Q: What makes you a better
candidate than your opponent?
A: I am the better candidate
for district 7 because I have
broad experience working with
Congresswoman Kathy Castor
and have proven to be a
consensus builder; having close
working relationships with
Democrats and Republicans on
the local, state and federal
levels. My opponent is proud of
his 7-to-1 [losing] votes,
however the past four years that
he has served have proven not to
be beneficial to our community,
for we have nothing to show for
it.
As far back as the reign of
former Councilmembers Ernest
Fillyau and Rene Flowers, we
experienced tremendous growth
in the areas of partnerships with
the Pinellas County School
Board, the creation and construction of Affordable Single
Family Homes, fully-funded
and operational Summer Youth
Employment Programs, new
construction and rehabilitation
of our recreation facilities that
were literally falling down
around the children in the
community, and last but
certainly not least, a more civil
and respectful working relationship of council members among
themselves, the Mayor, administration and the community.
While there is a role for
council to play and that role
does not include agreeing with
everything that comes before

them, there is a way to treat,
discuss, communicate and
handle such scenarios. I truly
feel that my ability to work with
my colleagues, even when we
may not agree, separates me
from my opponent intrinsically.
In the years to come, fiscal
constraints will continue to
grow and divide. The role that I
will bring will not be to focus on
what is wrong with the picture,
but what can we do to create an
opportunity with the picture
before us. This will take hard
work, someone who will dig in
and meet with the staff and the
mayor
about
ideas
and
concepts. This will take
someone who will present the
opportunity before his peers and
work diligently to gain their
support as well as the support of
the residents in District 7 and
the city as a whole. I do not
believe the constituents of
District 7 are receiving the
benefit of the opportunities that
have been available to them.
Steve Kornell – District 5
Q: What one new policy,
program or investment will you
fight for as a top priority, if
elected?
A: One program I will fight
for if elected is a priority hiring
ordinance that will require city
contractors to hire local
workers.
Q: Since you don’t have an
opponent, tell us what makes
you a better choice than the
“new election” option on the
ballot?
A: Voters should choose me
over new election because I
listen to all sides of an issue, and
care deeply about every neighborhood in St. Petersburg. I am
particularly proud of my work
to bring employment opportuni-

ties and recreation programs to
the youth of St. Petersburg.
Charlie Gerdes – District 1
Q: What one new policy,
program or investment will you
fight for as a top priority, if
elected?
A: Prosperity begins at home
and I want to find ways to invest
in our local business people. I
will fight hard to find creative
ways to use the City's financial
resources and relationships to
help small businesses gain access
to capital and grow their businesses by providing escrows for
guaranties and reduced interest
loans.
Q: What makes you a better
candidate than your opponent?
A: I am running to be the
voice of the people. I will
advance the interests, concerns,
and desires of St. Petersburg
residents. My opponent is
running to advance the agenda of
the City administration.
Bob Kersteen – District 1
Q: What one new policy,
program or investment will you
fight for as a top priority, if
elected?
A: The economic downturn
over the last several years has
brought financial hardships on all
of the taxpayers in our city.
Therefore, the City must hold the
line on all taxes and fees during
the duration of the economic
downturn. Of prime interest to
me as your City Council person,
is the Sunstar Ambulance
operation. Every year that we
allow Sunstar to operate, $34.9
Million dollars is sent to a Texas
Company that operates Sunstar.
My plan, which I have discussed
with members of the Pinellas
County Legislative Delegation, is
to allow the City of St. Petersburg
Fire/EMS
Department
to

transport patients to the hospital.
That would result in keeping a
majority of the above mentioned
$34.9 Million dollars in our
county, thus keeping our firefighters on the job. Your City
Council must increase efforts to
attract good paying jobs in manufacturing and marine science.
I am supported by the St.
Petersburg Area Chamber of
Commerce (PAC), and numerous
individuals, both Democrats and
Republicans. My endorsements
include: Pastor Ellis Hodge and
Minister Jeff Walton of the Word
of Life Fellowship Church;
Janice L. Starling, owner of the
Starling Day Care Center, and
“Momma Tee” L:assiter, a local
grass roots organizer.
Q: What makes you a better
candidate than your opponent?
A: My experience, including
the management of large budgets,
over a business career of 37 years,
has prepared me well to serve you
with distinction. In addition, my
experience as a small business
owner, and my service as your
City Councilman for 6 years, has
prepared me to start day one in
high gear without on- the -job
training. This, coupled with my
leadership in 29 public and
private entities over the last four
decades, and my service on the
Tampa Bay Regional Planning
Council which spans 16 years
including the Chairmanship in
2006, and Chairman of the
Agency on Bay Management
from 2007 thru 2011, has
provided in depth regional leadership experience that cannot be
topped by my opponent. My
opponent’s regional experience is
limited to a couple of years as part
of the ABC Baseball Coalition
Options Subcommittee to only
determine the use of Tropicana

Field. That subcommittee was
disbanded early on. And finally, I
have a record of supporting
projects located in the south side
of the City.
Bill Dudley – District 3
Q: What one new policy,
program or investment will you
fight for as a top priority, if reelected?
A: I will continue to push the
concept of using vendors from
the city, including minorities, for
all city contracts. Additionally, as
chairman of the Youth Services
Committee, I will continue to
push forward an agenda for
juvenile diversion as well as job
opportunities.
Q: What makes you a better
candidate than your opponent?
A: Experience. I have a
voting record that demonstrates
my ability to think independently. I have NEVER voted for
political reasons. I use facts and
common sense with public input
to make decisions. I am very
accessible and a good listener (38
years as a teacher and coach has
taught me). I have the time to do
the job effectively.....the way it is
supposed to be done.
Brent Hatley – District 3
Q: What one new policy,
program or investment will you
fight for as a top priority, if reelected?
A: To find a way to move St.
Petersburg forward in the area of
green jobs. Solar, wind, tide, etc.
To put an end to unconstitutional
"Red Light Cameras" that are an
illegal motorist tax.
Q: What makes you a better
candidate than your opponent?
A: My intellectual curiosity,
which leads me to seek new more
innovative ideas to solve the
city's most pressing problems.
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CHALLENGER SPORTS
A Tale Of 2 Teams: Tough Losses And A Turnaround
By RUSTY MILLER
COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) Three weeks ago, Wisconsin
seemed to be cruising toward a
season to remember, unbeaten
and in the running for a shot at a
national championship.
Meanwhile, Ohio State was
0-2 in conference play and
seemingly playing out the string
in a season beset with NCAA
problems, suspensions and bad
breaks.
How quickly things have
changed.
The Badgers, once No. 4
and considered an elite team,
have been deflated by two soulcrushing defeats on successive
Saturday nights on the road.
The Buckeyes, their season
all but written off, now find
themselves a strong contender
to play in the first Big Ten
championship game if they get a
little help.
Two
teams,
different
outcomes, different perspectives. One is down, the other
feels it has turned the corner.
``We always believe everything happens for a reason,’’
Wisconsin coach Bret Bielema

said after his team’s latest hardluck loss.
It’s difficult to imagine what
the reasons would be behind
two weeks of heartache.
In one of the most replayed
videos of this or any college
season, the Badgers famously
lost at Michigan State on Oct.
22 when Kirk Cousins flipped a
prayer of a pass toward the end
zone, the ball ricocheting off
another player and ending up in
the arms of converted wide
receiver Keith Nichol at the
goal line. A video review
confirmed that he had scored
the winning touchdown.
Then, seven days almost to
the minute, Wisconsin was
struck again by late, long TD
pass.
On Saturday night at Ohio
Stadium, the Buckeyes’ Braxton
Miller looped a 40-yard
touchdown pass to wide-open
Devin Smith with 20 seconds
remaining. The Badgers ran off
four more plays but could not
pull off some magic of their
own in a 33-29 setback.
``It’s pretty tough, especially two in a row,’’ Wisconsin
quarterback Russell Wilson said

Braxton Miller

glumly. ``The Hail Mary from
the week before. Then just
throwing it up and finding a
guy. That’s kind of tough.’’
Once the front-runner, now
the Badgers (6-2, 2-2 Big Ten)
need loads of help to even get to
the Big Ten title game. In the
Leaders Division, Penn State
(5-0) is alone in first.
Wisconsin, Purdue and Ohio
State are all 2-2.
So the Badgers, who have
plummeted to No. 19 in the
latest Associated Press Top 25,
need to win against Purdue at

home on Saturday, at Minnesota
and at Illinois the next two
weeks and at home against Penn
State on Nov. 26. They also
need someone else to beat Penn
State, in addition to Ohio State
(which would win a tiebreaker)
losing at least once more.
The trauma of the double
whammy they’ve taken the past
two weeks will be hard to
overcome.
``We’ve handed them the
game two weeks in a row at the
end,’’ Wisconsin wide receiver
Nick Toon said, referring to

``them’’ as if there were a conspiracy against the Badgers.
``You can’t do that.’’
Ohio State has struggled all
season since losing Terrelle
Pryor, who was caught up in the
NCAA violations dealing with
improper benefits including
cash and free tattoos from a
local tattoo-parlor owner. Pryor,
a three-year starter at quarterback, left a gaping void when he
announced in June (with the
NCAA already suspending him
for five games and looking into
other alleged misdeeds) that he
would give up his senior year to
jump to the NFL.
The Buckeyes tried Joe
Bauserman as Pryor’s replacement; that experiment was
deemed a failure after three
games.
So the job was handed to
Miller, a freshman who
admitted in August that he was
just hoping to learn four plays a
day so he could figure out what
was going on with the offense.
He showed some signs of
maturity even though he
completed just 1 of 4 passes in
Ohio State’s 17-7 win over No.
15 Illinois on Oct. 15. That

victory was also the first sign
that perhaps the Buckeyes were
coming out of their yearlong
funk.
Now it appears Ohio State
has its quarterback, for now and
the future.
Before he went out on the
field for the Buckeyes’ last
offensive thrust, with Ohio
State trailing 29-26, Miller
showed he was in charge.
``As he walked out there for
the last 1:10, he looked at me
and winked,’’ Buckeyes interim
coach Luke Fickell said. ``And
he said, ‘We’re all right.’’’
Then he led a 52-yard drive
that took just 50 seconds and
rejuvenated Ohio State’s hopes.
Asked what he had said to
Fickell, Miller smiled and said,
``We got it. Don’t worry about
it.’’
He added, ``It was confidence. You’ve got go out there
and have confidence and things
will work out.’’
Things have been working
out but for only one of the teams
who left the field near the
witching hour on Saturday
night.

Manning-Cruz TD Pass Keeps Dolphins Winless, 20-17
EAST
RUTHERFORD,
N.J. (AP) - The winless Miami
Dolphins keep finding ways to
lose in the closing minutes,
and it’s only adding to the
pressure on embattled coach
Tony Sparano.
Sparano could merely
watch as Eli Manning threw a
25-yard touchdown pass to
Victor Cruz with 5:58 to play
for the winning score. The
Dolphins (0-7) blew a fourthquarter lead for the second
straight week Sunday and
dropped a 20-17 decision to
the New York Giants.
``When it gets into the 55th
minute, we’ve got to find ways
to make those kind of plays,’’
Sparano said.
The Dolphins, up by 14-3
midway through the second
quarter, let another one slip
away. Last week, Miami blew
a 15-0 lead in the closing
minutes, falling 18-15 to the
Denver Broncos in overtime.
``It’s the same story all
year,’’ said Brandon Marshall,
who had four catches for 55
yards. ``We have some good
players in this room. Why we
can’t put it together, I really
don’t know.’’
The Giants, coming out of

their bye week, avoided an
embarrassing loss at home.
``I think Tony Sparano is a
heck of a coach,’’ said Giants
coach Tom Coughlin. ``He got
his guys ready to play under
very difficult circumstances.
Imagine being up 15-0 and
losing a game, and having to
come in here the next week. I
give them a lot of credit. He
was on my staff in Jacksonville
and he did a great job.’’
Manning hit 31 of 45
passes for 345 yards and two
touchdowns in rallying the
Giants. Mario Manningham
caught the other touchdown, a
7-yard play that got New York
(5-2) back into the game late in
the first half.
Lawrence Tynes kicked
two short field goals, and New
York’s defense got four sacks
on the Dolphins’ final two
drives. Corey Webster iced it
with his third interception in
the last two games.
Steve Slaton and Matt
Moore (13 of 22 for 138)
capped the Dolphins’ first two
drives with 1-yard runs. But
Miami could only muster a 40yard third-quarter field goal by
Dan Carpenter the rest of the
way.

Eli Manning

``We didn’t move the ball
like we did in the first half,’’
Moore said of the Dolphins’
second-half futility. ``That’s
where it started to turn.’’
The Giants’ winning drive
covered 53 yards in six plays
and came after the defense
forced Miami to punt from its
22.
Ahmad Bradshaw, who
missed much of the second
half getting his right foot Xrayed, had runs of 2 and 11
yards to get the drive started
and Manning hit Hakeem
Nicks for 17 yards to the
Miami 23.
The quarterback found a

wide-open Cruz over the
middle and the New Jersey
native spun out of Will Allen’s
attempted tackle at the 5-yard
line. Cruz seemingly was flung
into the end zone by the former
first-round pick of the Giants.
``I was trying to sling him
down, but he was twisting and
he twisted out of my tackle,’’
Allen said.
A kickoff return by Slaton
to the Dolphins 45 resulted in
nothing when New York got
two sacks, the last by a combination of Mathias Kiwanuka
and Justin Tuck, who was
playing for the first time in
four games.

Miami, which wasted two
timeouts early, got the ball
back at its 16 with 3:35 to play
and quickly got a 24-yard completion to Davone Bess.
However, Osi Umenyiora
and Kiwanuka got sacks for
10-yard losses on consecutive
plays to set up Webster fourthdown pick.
Miami, which came in
having scored seven touchdowns in its first six games,
scored on its first two series.
Moore, who made the
Giants look foolish two years
ago in their last game in Giants
Stadium, looked like Tom
Brady _ next week’s opponent
_ in leading the Dolphins on
scoring drives of 66 and 90
yards. He had a 15-yard thirddown scramble to set up
Slaton’s 1-yard run, and an 11yard third-down run on the
longer drive that he capped
with a fourth-down 1-yard
bootleg.
After walking into the end
zone, he spiked the ball with a
vengeance.
Trailing 14-3, Manning hit
9 of 10 passes on a 13-play, 84yard that he capped with a 7yard fade to Manningham in
the corner of the end zone.

New York earlier settled
for a 25-yard field goal by
Lawrence Tynes after a drive
that reached the Dolphins 12
was short-circuited by consecutive penalties.
``We knew coming in it
would be a tough battle.’’ said
Manning. ``A lot of games
have come to the fourth
quarter, and we knew it would
be a tough road. They did a lot
of good things defensively, ran
a lot of different blitzes. We
didn’t run the ball real well
today, and we had to throw the
ball more than we wanted to.’’
Notes: RB Reggie Bush
had a season-high 103 yards
rushing, his highest total as a
member of the Dolphins and
second most of his career.
Bush’s single game rushing
high of 126 yards came during
his rookie campaign against
the Giants on Dec. 24, 2006 as
a member of the Saints. ...
Dolphins C Mike Pouncey left
the game in the second half
after taking a blow to the head.
``I couldn’t feel my legs,’’
Pouncey said ``I’m all right
now. It’s my arms that are
tingling. It was more scary
than anything. I never had that
happen in my life.’’
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STATE AND NATIONAL NEWS
From Prematurity
To Early Infant Care:
What African–American
Women Need To Know
BY PHYLLIS A.
DENNERY, MD
PHILADELPHIA - Every
mother hopes to have a complication-free pregnancy and to give
birth to a healthy baby after a full
4 0 w eeks . U nf ortunately,
premature births – that is, any
births before 37 completed weeks
of gestation – are too common
within the African-American
community. While prematurity is a
problem for American women of
all ethnicities, African Americans
have the highest chance of delivering a baby prematurely. About
100,000 African-American babies
are born too early each year, representing nearly 20 percent of all
preterm births in the U.S.
Why Are African-American
Babies More Likely to be
Premature?
Unfortunately, science has yet
to explain all of the reasons for
preterm labor, or why prematurity
is more prevalent among African
Americans. Even if a woman takes
every possible precaution, she can
still have a premature baby. There
are, however, some known risk
factors for premature birth, some
of which are common among
African-American women.
High blood pressure and
diabetes – both risk factors for prematurity – are significant health
p ro b lems among Afric anAmerican women. These are often
brought on by being overweight
and having high cholesterol levels.
In addition, studies show that
smoking during pregnancy often
leads to premature labor.
Approximately 25 percent of
Black women in the U.S. do not
receive early prenatal care within
the first trimester of pregnancy.

This may contribute to increased
prematurity rates among AfricanAmerican women.
What Challenges Does a
Premature Baby Face?
Being born early disrupts
normal organ development. For
example, the lungs of the premature
baby are not as capable of
absorbing oxygen and they collapse
more because they do not have
enough of a type of cell that makes
important substances that allow for
the lung to stay open. This puts
premature babies at increased risk
for respiratory complications.
Preemies are also born without all
the virus-fighting antibodies they
need and get from their mother
while in the womb. This means
they have an immature immune
system and are more prone to infections such as respiratory syncytial
virus (RSV), a widespread seasonal
virus that is very common during
the fall and winter months.
Even babies born just a few
weeks early are at increased risk
for health problems. In fact, the
majority of preemies are born
between 32 and 35 weeks
gestation. Parents of larger
premature babies need to
remember that while their baby
may look healthy, he or she might
still face complications.
What is RSV and Why Are
African-American Infants at Risk?
RSV is a very common virus.
It’s so common that virtually 100
percent of all children contract it
by the age of 2. In most healthy
children, the symptoms are similar
to the common cold and parents
may never know that their child
has it. But for preemies and babies
with certain heart and lung conditions, RSV can lead to a very
serious infection requiring medical

attention. In fact, RSV infection is
the leading cause of infant hospitalization in the U.S., representing
1 in 13 pediatrician’s visits and 1 in
38 trips to the Emergency
Department.
According to some studies,
infants from multicultural communities—particularly AfricanAm eri can b ab i es — are at
increased risk of developing
severe RSV, resulting in hospitalization and even death. In fact, one
study of almost 20 years of data
showed that twice as many Black
infants die from RSV each year,
compared to White children.
While we don’t know the exact
reason for the increased risk of
RSV among African-American
babies, the fact that more
premature babies are born in this
community than any other may be
a contributing factor.
Other known risk factors that
may increase the chances of
getting RSV include school aged
siblings, maternal tobacco use, day
care attendance, exposure to environmental smoke/air pollutants,
and crowded living conditions.
How Can Parents Protect
Their Babies from RSV?
There is no treatment for RSV,
so prevention is the key. RSV is
highly contagious, so washing
hands and/or using a hand sanitizer
gel, cleaning toys and bedding frequently and avoiding bringing
your baby around people who are
sick or in large crowds, where they
may be exposed to the virus, can
help. Babies at high-risk for RSV
infection may qualify for a preventive therapy. Parents should speak
to their child’s health care provider
about preventing RSV. To learn
more about the virus, visit
www.RSVprotection.com.

Florida Teacher May Be Fined
Under New Election Law
TALLAHASSEE (AP) _ A
Florida Panhandle teacher who
registered students to vote may
be fined for violating the state’s
new election law.
Secretary of State Kurt
Browning
asked Attorney
General Pam Bondi to investigate and seek applicable fines in
a letter dated Thursday.

It says election officials in
Santa Rosa County have documented 76 registration applications that appear to have been
turned in late.
The new law that went into
effect this year requires third
parties to turn in applications
within 48 hours. The old law
had a 10-day deadline.

The letter notes the Pace
High School teacher has a
history of violations.
Browning spokesman Chris
Cate said a teacher in New
Smyrna Beach also suspected of
violating the law will likely get
only a warning. That’s because
she has no prior violations.

National ‘Save the Family’
March During FAMU/BCU Classic
TALLAHASSEE - The
National Save the Family Now
Movement Inc. – a coalition of
pastors, publishers and
community leaders along with the
Florida Association of Black
Owned Media (FABOM) – will
host “A National Save the Family
Now! March & Rally” Nov. 19 in
historic Eatonville, Fla. The event
will be held during the Florida
A & M Univer s ity -B ethune
Cookman University football
classic.
The purpose of the march is to
celebrate family and to challenge
policies, programs and persons
that demean and denigrate the
Black family in particular, and all
families in general.
Additionally, the march will
honor community organizations
and churches that have developed
positive programs for strengthening families.

Bobby R. Henry of Fort
Lauderdale, Fla., and president of
FABOM, stated, “This is a fine
opportunity for our community to
come together during this
FAMU/BCU football classic to
uplift our families and deal with
issues that negatively impact the
family.” Henry is also the
publisher of the Westside-Gazette.
The Rev. R.B. Holmes Jr. of
Tallahassee, Fla., president of
region two of the National
Newspapers Publishers
Association (NNPA) and president
of Live Communications Inc.,
stated, “This movement and
march is extremely significant to
mobilize and motivate our people
to stand up against public policies
that will diminish social security,
mediocrity, voters’ rights and
education.”
Region two of the NNPA is
comprised of seven states:

Mississippi, Georgia, Florida,
North Carolina, South Carolina,
Tennessee and Virginia. Holmes
is also pastor of Bethel Missionary
Baptist Church in Tallahassee, Fla.
Eatonville was the first incorporated African-American
community in the nation. Mayor
Bruce Mount and Deputy Mayor
Eddie Cole are asking everyone
to support this family march.
“Our families, whether traditional, or non-traditional, are the
foundation of our communities.
We must do everything we can to
reclaim our young people and
support their goals and aspirations,” said Mayor Mount.
For more information you
may contact Dr. Linda Fortenberry
at (850) 681-0990 or (850) 2228440. Email savethefamilynow@savethefamilynow.com or
visit the website at savethefamilynow.com.

The Florida Sun Celebrates
80th Anniversary
ORLANDO - On Saturday
October 22, 2011, The Florida
Sun, Central Florida’s Oldest
African American Weekly
Newspaper held its 80th
anniversary celebration at The
Citrus Club. The
dinner/reception was well
attended by local dignitaries,
civic leaders, and Monica May,
Star 94.5 Radio Personality
was the host. Mr. Macon was
the publisher for over twenty
years, and after he passed
James Madison became the
publisher in 2007.
At
this
momentous
occasion, Mr. Madison was
recognized for his commitment to excellence and
keeping the paper in operation
and continuing the mission of
“The Truth Shall Reign
Supreme.” Mr. Madison also
recognized his staffs of writers
and photographers, who consistently contribute news and
information to the paper.
The keynote speaker for
the evening was the provocative and compelling Ms. Gayle
Andrews. Ms. Andrews is the
president of Andrews Plus, a
political and Corporate Media
Consulting Firm. As an award
winning broadcast journalist,
university professor,
Democratic Party
Communication Director, she
has worked every Florida democratic campaign for Governor
and President since 1989.
At the start of her speech,
Ms. Andrews explained why
Black newspapers and periodicals of consequence are

From left to right, Jim Madison, Linda Walters,
Gayle Andrews and Robert Spooney

extremely
important
and
viable to our community. “The
essence of Black Publications
and the Black Press, in which
the bottom line is courage, is to
uplift and educate our people,”
says
Ms.
Andrews.
Historically the Black press
has been a communication
vehicle for our community,
and Ms. Andrews believes that
the role is even more important
today, because information is
the key to power.
She has identified 15 to 20
African American papers in the
state, who exemplify courage,
and her family paper is one of
the oldest in the state, with a
circulation of 60,000 biweekly.
When talking about the Florida
Sun Ms. Andrews says, “The
Florida Sun is eighty years old
and think about that. It is
eighty years of courage, and
eighty years of message to our

people, and the tenacity of not
being afraid to move forward.”
There is tremendous power
and influence in the Black
press and we have a responsibility to our community. “In
our community we read these
papers because they are about
us. It is a communication
vehicle for our news and our
papers keep us informed,” says
Ms. Andrews.
The 80th anniversary of
the Florida Sun was a fabulous
event where the food and the
entertainment were great. Our
keynote speaker was electrifying, and Monica May kept the
event fun and made everyone
feel special. There was no way
you could leave this event
without
being
more
empowered and engaged to
uplift and educate our
community, and support the
Black press.

Almost Half Of
Black Youth Report Pressure
From Peers To Have Sex
SPECIAL TO THE TRICE
EDNEY NEWS WIRE
FROM THE LOUISIANA
WEEKLY
Part one of a two part series
WA S H I N G T O N (TriceEdneyWire.com) - Black
youth
report
considerable
pressure to have sex, according
to a new survey of 1,500 Black
youth ages 13-21 released by
Essence magazine and The
National Campaign to Prevent
Teen and Unplanned Pregnancy.
Of those who have had sex, 47
percent of those 13-21 (including
21 percent of those 13-15) say
they have been pressured to go
further sexually than they wanted
to. The groundbreaking results
are featured in the October issue
of Essence magazine, on newsstands September 12. In the
article, “Our Teens’ Secret Sex
Lives,” Essence senior writer
Jeannine Amber interviewed
dozens of kids to uncover the
truth about teens and sex.
Overall, the survey found
that almost half of Black teens
ages 13 to 21 reported that they
have lied to get out of a sexual
situation, and 54 percent of Black
males said they feel pressure
from their friends to have sex.
When it comes to sex,
pregnancy, and contraception,
the survey reveals that the intentions of Black youth don’t
always match their actions. Even
though more than 90 percent of

Black youth say it is important to
avoid a pregnancy at this point in
their lives, 67 percent have had
sex without contraception, 45
percent report using birth control
inconsistently, and 20 percent
say they will likely have unprotected sex with someone in the
next three months.
The reasons for not using
contraception vary: 38 percent of
Black females who have had
unprotected sex have done so
because their partner doesn’t
want them to use contraception;
29 percent of sexually active
Black females say they don’t
worry about contraception
because they “haven’t gotten
pregnant so far;” and 18 percent
say it doesn’t matter whether you
use protection of not—when it’s
“your time” to get pregnant, you
will.
Respondents overwhelmingly believe that the TV shows and
movies they watch paint a
negative picture of Black youth:
• 72 percent believe that the
media sends the message that
Black females’ most important
quality is their sex appeal.
• 64 percent agree that the
media sends the message that it is
okay for Black males to cheat in
relationships.
• 73 percent say the media
portrays Black youth as sexually
aggressive, compared to 39
percent who believe the media
portrays whites as sexually
aggressive.

• Just 18 percent say they see
themselves in the TV shows and
movies they watch.
Black youth, particularly
younger teens, say there is much
their parents can do to help:
• 31 percent of those ages 1321 say their parents are most
influential
about
deciding
whether or not to have sex
(compared to 27 percent who
cited partners and 5 percent who
cited friends).
• Parental influence seems to
wane as youth age — 47 percent
of those ages 13–15 say their
parents’ opinions matter most
compared to 28 percent of those
16-18 and 17 percent of those 1921.
Other findings from the
survey include:
• 66 percent of Black males
say that sex is a “big deal” and 73
percent would rather be in a relationship with no sex than have
sex with no relationship
• 91 percent say they feel
valued by their parents, 92
percent expect to be very successful in life, and 94 percent say
the quality that most makes them
feel good about themselves is
“how smart I am.”
• 46 percent of those ages 1321 (including 34 percent of those
13-15) say they have seen
pornography online when they
were not looking for it.
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 894-4311

First Baptist Institutional Church

Email: info@mzprogressive.org Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services .............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study..........................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service.................................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study .....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
2nd & 4th Sunday Worship Services ................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer ............................................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study ........................................................................6:30 p.m.
Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Tuesday Night Live - Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

If you are brokenhearted in spirit, unable to forgive, dealing with issues
of love, anger, deception, betrayal, lied and cheated, and kicked to the curb. Tune into this weekly
broadcast for an empowering and anointed word thru God’s Radio Angel and messenger.

ST. JOHN MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
3200 Fifth Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-1373

Early Morning Worship ................................................7:30 a.m.
Sunday School ................................................................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .........................................................11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer Meeting ................7:00 p.m.
Rev. Norris L.
Martin Sr. - Pastor

Princess Denise Wright
Radio Host /
TV Personality

Friday Prayer Meeting ................................................11:00 a.m.

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

Need Prayer: Call Matters of the Heart Unity Prayer Line ( Mon-Wed-Fri)
5:30 AM- 6:30 AM (ph# 1-641-715-3200) access code: 135478 ( hit # sign)
Sunday Radio Broadcast: WNQM-1300AM ( Nashville, TN. ) 11:45 AM - 12:00 PM
Live streaming audio ( www.wwcr.com) click WNQM
Thursday Nights: 9:15 PM - 9:30 PM ( EST)
Universal Christian Radio: www.universalchristianradio.com
Saturdays: 9:00 AM - 10:00 AM ( EST) Matters of the Heart Radio & Connecting Point
Ministries, Pastor Kisha Jordan, Radio Ministry Jackie Mc Gee
( Love, Joy, Peace & Holy Spirit Radio Ministry)

Email: princessdenise.8818@yahoo.com•727-289-2475 (bus)
www.mattersoftheheartministry.org

“Raising A Standard For God’s People In God’s Church”

“Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.” Psalms 51:10

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church
1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-8708
Sunday Worship Services . . . .8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) . . . . . . . .4:00 p.m.
Rev. Wallace Elliott Sr. - Pastor

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Victory Christian Center Church

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH
Pastor Michael T. and
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

1818 29th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
11:30 a.m.

MOUNT PILGRIM MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711 Phone: (727) 321-7375
“Returning God’s People to the Word of God”

Pastor Clark
Hazley, Sr.

Claude S. Williams, Pastor

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more information about the
other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

(727) 898-9407
Sunday School...............................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship .......................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.....7:30 p.m.

Rev. Ronald L. Bell
Pastor

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

Friendship

Sunday................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Worship
Sunday School. ..............................................9:30 a.m.

Wednesday.....................Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 p.m. Prayer and Bible Study

Thursday..........7 p.m. Youth Enrichment - Awana

SERVICES
Sunday

Sunday School – 10:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11:30 a.m.
YPWW (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 5:30 p.m.
P.M. Service (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 6:30 p.m.
P. M. Service (2nd & 4th Sunday) - 5:30 p.m.

Tuesday

Morning Prayer – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.

Wednesday

Prayer Service – 7:30 p.m.

Thursday

Bible Study (for all ages) – 7:30 p.m.

Pastor Minister Tyrone Ford
and 1st Lady Kadell Ford

4116 34th Street South
Pinch A Penny Plaza
St. Petersburg, Florida 33711

727-258-4993
www.ufcfbaptistchurch.org

Wednesday Evening Prayer ........6:30 p.m.

3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670

Freewill Baptist Church

207 - 10th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Wednesday Night Bible Study ......................7:00 p.m.
Sunday School ............................................. 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service .............................11:00 a.m.

Living, Teaching and Preaching the True Gospel
of Jesus Christ, to Save Lost Souls. Come join in with us.

20th Street
Church Of Christ

Missionary Baptist Church

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ

United for Christ

10th Street Church Of God

Sunday School....................................9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Sunday General Worship ......................................11:00 a.m.
Communion .......................................................First Sunday
Sunday New Member Orientation..........................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting .................7:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study.......................7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Bible Study ............7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday Tutoring ............................6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Mission Statement
Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as
our Savior; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of God returning to God’s
Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His love among one another.

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

“Serving and Saving
“Helping and
Healing”

“Inspiring and
Instructing”
“Praying and
Praising”

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006
Bro. Robert Smith

Sunday Morning Worship .................................7:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Bible Class.............................9:20 a.m.
Sunday Morning Second Worship..................10:40 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ...............................7:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class ............................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Morning Bible Class ....................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class .............................7:00 p.m.

HAS GOD CHOSEN YOU?
SAVED BY GRACE ALONE!
Southside Tabernacle Baptist Church
3647 18th Avenue South (327-9711)

Visit
Us!

SSTBC.org (website)
WRXB (1590 AM) - Sundays, 11 AM
Sunday Worship - 9:30 AM • Southside Institute of Biblical Studies - Wed. 7:30 PM

Rev. Richard Jackson
and Rev. Henry Payne
Co-Pastors
Women’s Growth Institute
holds Community
Bible Study (CBS)
1st & 3rd Saturdays
Nov. - April 9:30 a.m. - Noon
Studying Ephesians
Childcare available
for ages 2-6
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services

Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday 9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

OF

JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Church School: .....................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: ............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship: ............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: .......................................10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer each Monday ...............................12:00 Noon
Bible Study each Tuesday: .......................................6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015
THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida
Rev. Brian K. Brown

By The Word of Faith Church Inc.
558 28th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-328-0788 • Fax: 727-328-8460

Service Times and Schedules
EVERY TUESDAY-THURSDAY FROM 10 AM - 2 PM
COME AND GET A BAG OF FOOD ONCE A MONTH

Bishop Willie C. Sands
Evangelist Patricia Sands

THE ROCK

Wednesday Night 7:00 p.m. Empowerment Service
3rd and 4th Sunday 9:00 a.m. New Members Class
Sunday Morning 9:00 Sunday School
Sunday Morning Service 10:00
Nursery Available and Children Ministry!!!

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

Sunday Worship Service.........10:15 a.m.
Sunday School ..........................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday) ......7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday).........7:00 p.m.

“God’s House In The City”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston, Pastor

CHURCH NEWS
Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church
Bethel Metropolitan
Missionary Baptist Church,
“God’s House in the City,” under
the leadership of Dr Rickey L.
Houston extends an invitation to
the community to join us as we
declare the living Word of God.
Join us at 9 a.m. for Sunday
School and at 10:15 a.m. worship
service. Bible Study and Teen
Summit/Children Rising are held
Wednesday evening, at 7.

We are committed to a Christcentered, people-centered, teamcentered
and
Bible-based
ministry; with priorities focused
on love, forgiveness, unity, peace
and growth. We celebrate in
worship, we care for one another,
we cultivate the fullest spiritual
life possible both individually
and corporately; and we communicate God’s truth at every opportunity. Living out these principles

results in a kaleidoscope of ministries for all ages and interests.
We a l s o e n c o u r a g e t h e
community to make use of our
Prayer Line 727-321-9645.
“Driven by God’s
Faithfulness: His will Done on
Earth as in Heaven in 2011”
Matthew 6:10
The church email address is
bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com
Website: www.bmmbc.org

Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church
“Impact the world by
equipping believers to reach the
lost with the gospel of Jesus
Christ.”
Domestic Violence Seminar:
Our Women’s Ministry invites
the community to our next
Speaker’s Series 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Nov. 9. Crystal
McFadden
from
CASA
(Community Action Stops
Abuse) will share vital information...you need not be a
victim to attend.
Because
domestic violence doesn’t discriminate based on age or
social-economic
status,

teenagers and seniors are also
invited to attend.
Ministry Spotlight:
Our
Nursing
Home
Ministry
provides encouragement and
support to individuals - and
their families - with regular
visits to nursing homes. This
ministry
visits
facilities
throughout Pinellas County.
They’re making a difference in
the lives of those unable to
attend church by bringing the
Gospel of Jesus Christ to them.
Our Reading Enhancement
and
Math
Improvement
Program
offers
tutoring

Tuesdays and Thursdays, 5:307 p.m. in our Human Services
Building, 945 20th Street
South.
Participants must
provide: FCAT results, recent
report cards and progress report
or teacher assignments. FMI:
Doris Newton @ 727.822.0443.
Join us for Mid-Day Bible
Study Wednesdays - Noon to
12:30 p.m. - in our main
sanctuary.
Mt.
Zion
Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church,
955 20th St. S. Phone: 727-8944311. www.mzprogressive.org.

Elim Seventh-Day Adventist
Church and School
RADIO MINISTRY
Tune in to our Sunday
morning Radio Broadcast,
every Sunday from 10-10:30
a.m. on Praise 1590 AM
WRXB. Join Pastor Jim R.
Davis for a spirit-filled time of
refreshing.
FOOD DISTRIBUTION
Every Tuesday morning
between 10 a.m. and 12 p.m.,
we distribute free food items to
the community. All are
welcomed, while supplies last.

No income verification is
needed, and no one is turned
away while there is food.
HOT LUNCH
Every Saturday afternoon
(between 1 and 2:30), a Free
Hot Lunch is served at the
Church facility. There are no
restrictions as to who may
come; the food is free to all who
have needs.
CLOTHING DISTRIBUTION – BY APPOINTMENT
Some clothing is available to

members of the community who
are in need of supplies. If you
are interested, call the church at
727-327-2374 and leave your
contact information, or you may
simply visit the church
Saturdays, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. We
also take donations of food,
clothing, and financial contributions.
Thank you for assisting
needy families in our Tampa
Bay community.

Church News due by 4:00 p.m.
on Monday of each week

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the
community at large, its wish
that there would be an overflowing of God’s blessings
upon their lives. St. Mark is
grounded in a Christ-centered
doctrine that has as its central
theme, a belief that we are a
haven of hope, help, and
healing for a world hungering
for and thirsting after the
enlightened word of God. At
St. Mark, we are Christians
willing to work and partner in
unity, praising God for His
awesome gift, His son Jesus
Christ.
Events for Month of Nov.

Nov. 4 - Business Meeting
at 7 p.m.
Nov. 5 - All Choirs in house
Workshop, 8:30 a.m. - 12 noon.
Nov. 6 - Food Drop off day
for Thanksgiving baskets.
Nov. 13 - Food Drop off day
for Thanksgiving baskets.
Nov. 20 - Church Outing
–Macedonia, Rubonia, Rev.
Danny Thomas, Pastor. Final
Drop off Day for Thanksgiving
food baskets.
Nov. 21 - Distribution of
Thanksgiving food baskets.
Nov. 24 - Thanksgiving Day
- Offices Closed.
Also at St. Mark …
Sunday School is held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday School starts each
Sunday at 9:30 a.m. All are
invited to come out and join us.

Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday at 5 p.m.
Members and the general
public are invited to study the
Bible with us and learn “What
Baptists Believe.”
C h i l d r e n a n d Yo u t h
Ministry Meetings are held
every Monday at 6 p.m.
Children in the community are
welcome to join us.
Young Adult Ministry every
Monday from 6:30 p.m. (Bible
Study).
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday
at 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible
Study is held every Thursday at
9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Thursday at
7 p.m.

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
“The Ship – One Lord, One
Faith, One Baptism, One Church.”
Friendship Missionary
Baptist Church is a Family of
believers in Christ, reaching
out to the world, preaching the
gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by
demonstrating the Love of
Christ.
How would you like to be a
part of an enthusiastic ministry
that loves making joyful noises
unto the Lord? The Employee
Relations Ministry of FMBC,
Inc. is now accepting applications for the Assistant Minister
of Music/Organist. Interested?

You might be the person we are
on the lookout for. But that’s
not all. You need to posses the
ability to read music, musically
trained or hold a degree in
music (preferred). Please
contact FBMC Office if interested: 727-906-8300.
Have you found the key? If
you’re looking for the key to
happiness or heaven, you’ll
find it through Jesus Christ.
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., and
Friendship welcome you to
open our doors. Friendships’
Morning Services starts at 7:45
and 10:45. Sunday School
begins at 9:30 a.m.

Prayer still works for the
glory of God. Come join us
each Wednesday for Noonday
Bible Study or each
Wednesday night at 7, Dr. John
A. Evans, Sr., Facilitator.
The Youth Enrichment –
Awana curriculum convenes on
Thursday nights, at 7. First
Lady Teresa Evans, director of
Youth Ministry.
Friendship is located at
3300 31st Street South, Saint
Petersburg, Florida 33712. Our
telephone number: 727-9068300. Don’t forget to visit our
website:www.fmbctheship.org.
God Bless You – The Ship!

ANNUAL FALL REVIVAL
First Baptist Institutional Church, 3144 3rd Avenue South,St. Petersburg, FL
Date: November 7-9, 2011 • Time: Nightly 7 p.m.
Guest Evangelist: The Reverend Dr. Joe Samuel Ratliff
The Reverend Dr. Joe Samuel Ratliff has been married to the former Doris
Ernestine Gardner since 1980. He is a native of Lumberton, North Carolina;
where in 1962, he began his Christian journey by uniting with The Mt.
Sinai United Holy Church of Lumberton. Seven years later, he answered his
Call to Ministry while attending Morehouse College. He served as pastor of
the Cobb Memorial United Holy Church in Atlanta, Georgia for eight years.
Dr. Joe Samuel Ratliff was elected as pastor of Brentwood Baptist Church of Houston, Texas in
February 1980 and by the year 2000 had grown it from a 500 member congregation to a megachurch of 12,000. The congregation has reached a plateau of more than 7,000 members with over
5,000 worshipers attending its two Sunday morning worship services.
Dr. Joe Samuel Ratliff has distinguished himself as a scholar-pastor in the African-American
tradition of preaching and has sought excellence in numerous endeavors.
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Mt. Zion Progressive MB Church Fall Festival

